Professor.
• Sociolinguistic Theory and Methodology -Variation Theory (especially in relation to Caribbean creole situations and African-American English).
• Creole Linguistics, especially Caribbean English-lexicon creoles.
• African-American English.
• Contact Linguistics. Models of contact-induced change.
• Linguistic Anthropology. Ethnography of speaking.
• Theories of variation and change: grammaticalization processes.
• Implications of the Study of Language Variation and Change for Linguistic Theory.
• Applied Linguistics -particularly the educational applications of Sociolinguistic Research in Creole Communities, and the teaching of English as a second or foreign language.
My research interests revolve around two broad areas -Sociolinguistics and Contact Linguistics.
Within the former, my current interests lie in Quantitative approaches to variation, as well as Linguistic Anthropology, specifically the Ethnography of Speaking. I'm especially interested in the kinds of insight that quantitative analysis can provide into the interaction of linguistic and social factors, and the implications of variability for linguistic description. I'm also interested in the application of social network models and communication accommodation theory to the investigation of language variation and change. My work in variationist sociolinguistics includes: (a) empirically-based studies of variability in African-American English and Carobbean creole continuua; and (b) Examination of issues related to variation theory, for instance the problem of defining variables at different levels of the grammar, the relationship between systems in linguistic continua, and the form of grammars which incorporate variability.
In the area of creole linguistics, my primary interest is in the grammar of predication, more specifically in core areas such as the verb complex (TMA systems), passivization, complementation, verb serialization, etc.
Through creole linguistics, I have become increasingly interested in the broader field of contact linguistics and in questions related to a typology of contact-induced change, the nature of interaction between linguistic systems in contact, inter-systemic variability in contact situations, and the constraints on contact-induced variability and change.
Several of these themes tie in with my interests in quantitative sociolinguistics; hence my research in each area feeds my work in the other.
Education:
King 
Research in progress.
Project 1.
I am involved in several research projects at the moment. One involves continuation of my NSF-funded research project with my co-PI, Bettina Migge, and James Essegby of the University of Florida. We have organized a workshop on "The history, development and relationships of the creole languages of Suriname." This will cover a variety of topics, including comparison of various morphological, morphosyntactic and syntactic aspects of the creoles, the differing degrees of Gbe influence among them, and the differences that have developed due to internal causation. The symposium will involve key scholars working on the Surinamese creoles and the Gbe languages. Funding has been obtained from the College as well as the department's Targeted Investment project and the workshop is scheduled for Saturday May 29th.
I am continuing work on a research project titled "The sociocultural organization of language use in the African-American community of Columbus, Ohio," which I outlined in my last report. I had to place this on hold during the summer of 2009 for health reasons, but plan to resume interviewing in the summer of 2010. I also plan to seek a Seed Grant to allow me to complete a pilot study before applying for NSF funding for a more detailed study.
I also continue my work on the integration of linguistic and psycholinguistic approaches to language contact phenomena. I have built my approach around Van Coetsem's model of language contact, but have adapted his model to make it more widely applicable as a basic theoretical framework for Contact Linguistics. Several of my publications over the last two years have been devoted to this. The next step in this will be to revise my book "An Introduction to Contact Linguistics", so as to bring it in line with recent developments in my thinking, as well as in the field.
Finally, the proceedings of the workshop on "Multidisciplinary approaches to code-switching", which Ludmila Isurin, Kees de Bot and I jointly organized, appeared in 2009 as a book with that title, published by John Benjamins.
